
Staffordshire Sentinel and Commercial & General 
Advertiser Saturday 21 February 1880
Marriage 24 Sept 1864 Burslem thomas Jones 22 
Bach Potter Burslem Father Thomas Shoe Maker –
Hannah Knapper 19 Spin Burslem Father Charles 
Collier 

This 2nd James Knapper below  from the same newspaper title Saturday 25 th August 1877 is probably the 
same as the one above – the offence is similar. His relationship to Phil Walton is Half 3rd cousin 3 times 
removed.

 The report on the left is from the 
Staffordshire Advertiser 12 June 1830. 
Parish burials at Newchapel reveal – 
James son of George & Sarah Knapper 
Ranscliff June 6th 1830 9 years. It would 
seem that James was employed as a 9 
year old child - a short life for the poor 
boy. His relationship to Phil Walton is Half 
1st cousin 5 times removed. Image of Corf 
above is from Wikipedia. This must be 
the biggest crime of all but who is to 
blame?

Left - Staffordshire Daily Sentinel June 12 
1878. This James is the son of William 
Knapper and Mary Hilditch married 8 Jun 
1862. James and his father William were 
both Potters. In 1871 they are living in 
Marsh Road Burslem with daughters 
Martha 3 and Mary 8 mnths. In 1881 Mary
is living in Elder Road Burslem as a 
Widow, with her are daughters Harriett 8 
Martha 5 and Minnie 3 also a lodger John 
Greaves and his son William. Mary 
remarried on 25 March 1883 to George 
Slater a 48 year old bachelor who was 
also a potter. James’s relationship to Phil 
Walton is half 2nd cousin 4 times removed.



  Staffordshire Sentinel 
Friday 20 August 1875

5s in 2020 would be 
around £30 and 1s about 
£6

Staffordshire Sentinel Monday 18 August 
1875 – can’t be sure who this James 
Knapper was but it does bear similarities 
to the James in the first two articles above 
and the one immediately below this one.

Staffordshire Sentinel and Commercial & 
General Advertiser Saturday 14 April 1877

Staffordshire Sentinel and Commercial 
& General Advertiser Saturday 18 
January 1879 – A search of the 1881 
census does not reveal any “James 
Knappers working on the North 
Staffordshire Railway


